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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 

Attendees, Date and Type of Interview 

The interview was conducted on March 27, 2008 and attended by Melanie Hand and Che 
Chereskin. 

Exhibits and/or Demonstrations 
none 

Identification of Claims Discussed 
Claim 1 

Identification of Prior Art Discussed 

Argenta (US Patent No. 5,636,643) 

Proposed Amendments 

The Examiner proposed amending the claims to reflect that the bleeding site is an active 
bleeding site and/or that the vacuum is released immediately after blood flow has arrested or 
slowed. 

Principal Arguments and Other Matters 

Applicant's representative argued that Argenta, et al. '643 teach enhancement of blood 
flow, not arresting blood flow in Example 9. 

Argenta, et al. '643 also teach away from the claimed invention in teaching that if the 
patient starts to bleed, the vacuum should be shut off (col. 8, lines 27-41). 

Argenta, et al. '643 also differs from the claimed invention in teaching that the vacuum is 
maintained for a predetermined time period, for example 12 hours or until the wound has closed 
(col. 12, lines 61-65) or application of reduced pressure in an intermittent or cyclic manner (col. 
13, lines 3-4) or release of vacuum when blood is flowing (col. 8, lines 27-41) while Applicant 
teaches that the vacuum is only maintained until the blood flow is arrested or slowed. 

Results of Interview 



-3- 



Application No.: 10/677,848 
Filing Date: October 2, 2003 



The Examiner indicated that she considered Example 9 to be a non-preferred embodiment 
but that amendment to indicate that the site is actively bleeding and/or to indicate that the 
vacuum is released immediately once the bleeding has stopped would distinguish the claims from 
Argenta '643. 



